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1.   The trade union consists only of wage-earners, the craft
gild consisted of a few journeymen or wage-earners, and a pre-
ponderating mass of masters, men who sold the wares they
produced.   Industry was not yet divided into the master who
organized the manufacture and the wage-earner who merely
made the article or part of it.   In the early days all the workers
in the craft were members of the gild and all were skilled work-
men.    Master, apprentice and journeyman had much the same
interests and were of the same social class.

2.   The trade union draws its members from men of the same
trade all over the country.   The gild only included the workers
of one town or district.

3.    The craft gild was  ' blackleg ' proof,  membership was
compulsory.  A trade union can only win members by persuasion,
and many thousands of the trade do not join.   The craft gild
was consequently in a much stronger position.

4.    The trade union is concerned entirely with the interest
of its members, the wage-earners.    It has no concern for the
general public, and as a rule takes no cognizance of the quality
of the work done by its members.   It is merely a fighting machine
to secure possible working conditions,   The craft gild took care
of the quality of its work, enforced it by supervision, and ensured
a succession of skilled workmen by the system of apprenticeship*

5.   The craft gilds were public bodies, recognized and used by
the authorities, under whose control they were supposed to act.
Trade unions are at present only unofficially recognized by
governments, though recent events show a tendency towards
state-recognition*   It is not so very long ago that they were
illegal societies.

Value of Craft Gilds* There is no doubt that in thvir early days
the craft gilds were very valuable bodies, performing functions
of the greatest use. The system of apprenticeship was as perfect
a scheme of technical education, suited to the age, as could be
wished. The part inadequately played in modern life by Friendly
Societies and National Insurance Acts was excellently provided
for and carried out by their ordinances, and the ideal of honest